Eberharter's Report 
Defends WRA Policy 
On Jap-Americans . 

"By JAMES E, CHINN, ^ 
Activities af the War EelocaJ^lort 

fc^ si^T^iSsricans from the Wve- 
lo^tion centers in which they were 
pla^ after outbreak of the war, 
were Strongly defended today by 
RepreseMative Eberharter, Demo- 
craji,_^]^nnsylvania a member of 
Di^^ubcommittee which Inves- 
tigOT«t^e agency. 

The Aeponderance of evidence 
gathered Iby the subcommittee, he 
declared, indicates that the WRA 
"'is doing A good job in handling 
an extremelA difficult problem," 

The statenfcnt was made In an- 
swer to charts of the two other 
members of thA subcommittee — Rep- 
resentatives Cfo^ello, Democrat, of 
California, , and Wundt, Republican, 
of South Dakota, hat the WRA pro- 
gram has been Tkcking in compe- 
tency and efficiency and its policy 
with respect to release of the 
evacues in the ca.ii^s had been 
"loose," ^ 

Challenges Statements, 

Mr, Eberharter’s viem^fere con- 
tained in a minoritAr ^orA In it. 
Tie charged the subcommittee had 
never met to discuss the contents 
of a report and the one turned out 
by the majority members was 
"prejudiced" and embodied state- 
ments that had not been proved. 

Take exception to a recom- 
mendation in the majority report 
that a special board representing 
the FBI, the Army and Navy Intel- 
ligence Services, the WRA and 
other “pertinent” Federal agencies 
be created to pass on future appli- 
cants for release from the camps, 
Mr, Eberharter said: 

“The testimony produced before 
this subcommittee shows that large 
numbers of Japanese- American eva- 
cuees are working in war plants and 
in agriculture, and doing a good 
job, The Army has found that 
many of them are so trustworthy 
that they are being used in military 
intelligence and other secret <work 
of high military importance." 

“Feeble” Recommendatioiis, 

Mr, Eberharter declared the 
majority report had made a “big 
point” about release from the camps 
of 23 members of the Butoku-kai, 
a Japanese fencing organisation 
affiliated with the Black Dragon 
Society of Japan, 

“Ihis is 23 people out of 16,000 
released,” he said, “Even in the 
case of these 23 neither the majority 
report nor the hearings offer any 
evidence that any of the 23 were 
subversive.” 

After “all the wind and fury” of 


the long report of the majority, he 
said it was climaxed with three 
“feeble, meaningless recommenda- 
tions'* which hardly support its 
“prejudiced tone.” 

Mr. Eberharter ’s own recommen- 
dations were that the WRA com- 
plete its program of segregating the 
loyal from the disloyal fn the reloca- 
tion centers, continue Its AmericanU 
mtioii program and “by all means, 
go ahead with its resettlement 
program ” 


